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Volume 1 of the Report presented an in-depth 
analysis of the NDPS Act and its application 
in Punjab. To supplement some of the obser-
vations in Volume 1, this volume graphically 
represents the data collated from 18 districts 
of Punjab. Our dataset contains 13,350 cases 
brought before Special Courts under the NDPS 
Act across Punjab between 2013 and 2015. The 
graphs represent the kinds of drugs recovered, 
the classification of offences under the Sched-
ule of the NDPS Act, sentencing patterns, bail 
and custody trends, and ages of the persons 
convicted. Drugs have been divided into two 
broad categories: narcotic drugs and pharma-
ceutical drugs. While the NDPS Schedule lists 
all drug quantities in grams, the judgments 
in our dataset list the quantities of pharma-
ceutical drugs in grams, tablets, capsules, or 
millilitres (ml) depending on the form in which 
the drug is recovered. We have thus followed 
the latter convention in our graphs. We found 
that the most-commonly occurring narcotic 
drugs across districts are: poppy husk, opium, 
heroin and smack. The most-commonly occur-
ring pharmaceutical drugs are: dextropropoxy-
phene, diphenoxylate, codeine, alprazolam 
and nitrazepam. Sometimes, drugs have been 
generically termed intoxicant powder, tablets, 
capsules or injections. This has been done 
where either the judgment did not mention the 
pure drug ingredient or where we were unable 
to extract the drug name from the judgment.
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Our sample consists of 
1,317 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Amritsar between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 25 8 17

BUPRENORPHINE 10 7 3

CANNABIS 34 1 33

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 551 48 503

DIPHENOXYLATE 94 48 46

HEROIN 177 27 150

INTOXICANT POWDER 45 12 33

METHAMPHETAMINE 4 4 0

NITRAZEPAM 181 0 17

OPIUM 24 4 20

POPPY HUSK 15 0 15

SMACK 46 3 43

TABLETS & CAPSULES 7 0 7

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
38% of all cases involving narcotic 
drugs have been sentenced to impris-
onment ranging between 1–3 months. 
Concurrently, 22.7% of all offences 
involving pharmaceutical drugs have 
been sentenced to imprisonment rang-
ing between 6–12 months and 19.6% to 
imprisonment for 10 years and above.

Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Most drug-related offences fall under 
the intermediate quantity category. 
However, the gap between intermediate 
and commercial category is not as stark 
for most pharmaceutical drug cases 
(dextropropoxyphene being an exception).

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
On average offences 
involving pharmaceutical 
drugs are given higher 
sentences than those 
involving narcotic drugs, 
with buprenorphine and 
diphenoxylate being given 
the highest sentences.
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Graph 2 
Classification of Total Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
In 42.8% of all cases, individuals 
are of ages between 20–30 years.

Offences falling under 
the intermediate quantity 
category are five times that 
of commercial quantity.

79% of all offences involving both 
narcotic drugs as well as pharmaceutical 
drugs are given bail in Amritsar.
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Our sample consists of 
246 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Barnala between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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ALPRAZOLAM 3 0 3

CANNABIS 1 0 1

CODEINE 18 15 3

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 5 2 3

DIPHENOXYLATE 29 18 11

HEROIN 1 0 1

OPIUM 14 0 14

POPPY HUSK 127 0 127

SMACK 4 0 4

TABLETS & CAPSULES 4 3 1

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Most drug-related offences fall under 
the intermediate quantity category, 
the only exception being cases with 
recovery of diphenoxylate (18 out of 
29 cases are commercial quantity) 
and codeine (15 out of 18 cases are 
commercial quantity).

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
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Graph 2 
Classification of 
Total Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
Cases involving narcotic drugs are largely granted bail 
(142 out of 152 cases). On the contrary, out of a total 
of 49 cases, pharmaceutical drug offences are largely 
denied bail (30 out of 49 cases in custody).

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
In Barnala, cases with poppy husk involve individuals mostly 
of ages between 30–50 years. On the other hand, drug-related 
offences involving pharmaceutical drugs such as diphenoxylate 
and dextropropoxyphene indicate a high number of people 
between the ages of 20–30 years.

Most drug-related offences fall 
under the intermediate quantity 
category. In fact, there are 6.6 times 
as many intermediate quantity 
cases in Barnala as compared to 
commercial quantity cases.
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35% of all cases involving narcotic drugs 
have been sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging between 0–1 month and 73% of all 
cases involving pharmaceutical drugs are 
sentenced to imprisonment for 10 years and 
above. On average, offences involving phar-
maceutical drugs are given higher sentences 
than those involving narcotic drugs.



Our sample consists of 
895 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Bathinda between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of 
cases, as retrieved from 
this dataset, has been 
demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
While most cases fall under 
intermediate quantity, with only one 
out of 74 cases of smack falling within 
commercial quantity, cases involving 
codeine have a significant presence in 
the commercial quantity category. This is 
primarily because commercial quantity 
for codeine is above 1,000 grams, which 
means that a person caught with more 
than ten bottles of cough syrup will 
mandatorily be convicted to a minimum 
of 10 years of imprisonment. This raises 
the average period of sentences for this 
particular substance.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing 
is higher in cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs such as 
nitrazepam (where the average 
sentence is 10 years), as 
compared to cases involving 
narcotic drugs such as smack 
(where the average sentence is 
3.6 months).
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Classification of 
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
95% of all cases involving narcotic drugs are given bail 
in Bathinda. Concurrently, 80% of all cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs are given bail.Graph 6 

Age 
Analysis
In most drug cases, 
individuals are of ages 
below 40 years.

An overwhelmingly large number 
of drug-related offences fall under 
the intermediate quantity category. 
In fact, intermediate quantity cases 
in Bathinda are 15 times that of 
commercial quantity cases.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
46% of all cases involving narcotic drugs are sentenced 
to imprisonment ranging between 0–1 month and 41% 
to 1–3 months imprisonment. At the same time, 62% of 
all offences involving pharmaceutical drugs have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for 10 years and above.
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Our sample consists of 
483 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Faridkot between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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ALPRAZOLAM 8 3 5

CODEINE 1 1 0
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, 
has been demonstrated in 
this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Except cases involving diphenoxylate, 
most drug-related offences fall under the 
intermediate quantity category.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average sentencing ranges from 
2.3 months for offences related to 
narcotic drugs like heroin to 9.2 years 
for offences involving pharmaceuti-
cal drugs like diphenoxylate.
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
95% of all cases involving narcotic drugs are given bail 
in Bathinda. Concurrently, 80% of all cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs are given bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
Most individuals (76.5% of all 
cases) are of ages under 30 years.

Intermediate quantity cases are 
about 8.4 times that of commercial 
quantity cases.
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This graph shows that 64% of all 
cases involving narcotic drugs are 
sentenced to imprisonment for a 
period ranging between 1–3 months 
and 72% of all cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs have been 
sentenced to a period of 10 years 
and above.

NUMBER OF CASES

CUSTODY
BAIL

NUMBER OF CASES

0–20

30–40
20–30

40–50
50+



Our sample consists of 
483 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Fatehgarh between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern, as 
retrieved from these cases, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
While most drugs are recovered in 
intermediate quantity, with only four 
commercial quantity cases for poppy 
husk; commercial quantity cases for 
diphenoxylate are almost double 
that of intermediate quantity cases.
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Graph 2 
Classification 
of Total Number 
of Cases
The graph depicts that intermediate 
quantity cases are about 3 times that of 
commercial quantity cases.

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
While 85% of all cases involving narcotic drugs have 
been given bail in Fatehgarh, 40% of all cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs are denied bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
About 48% of total cases involve 
individuals between ages of 
20–30 years.
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Graph 3 
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Period for 
Narcotic and 
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Drugs
69% of all offences involving 
pharmaceutical drugs have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for a 
period of 10 years and above.
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Offences involving narcotic drugs like 
smack and heroin have been sentenced to 
imprisonment for less than a year, while 
offences involving pharmaceutical drugs 
like codeine, buprenorphine and alprazolam 
have been sentenced to an average of 10 
years of imprisonment each.
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Our sample consists of 
545 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Ferozepur between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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ALPRAZOLAM 15 1 14

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 11 2 9

DIPHENOXYLATE 24 8 16
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial & 
Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Drugs recovered in commercial quantity 
form a negligible percentage of the total 
number of cases in Ferozepur.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing 
is higher in cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs such 
as alprazolam (10 years) as 
compared to narcotic drugs 
such as smack (6.95 months) 
and poppy husk (3.4 years).
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody 
Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
82% of all narcotic drug cases and 80% of all 
pharmaceutical drug cases in Ferozepur are 
given bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
Maximum number of cases involve 
individuals between the age of 20–30 
years. About 83% of individuals 
charged for heroin-related offences 
are under 40 years of age.

Intermediate quantity 
cases are 6.4 times 
that of commercial 
quantity cases.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
53.8% of all cases involving both pharma-
ceutical drugs as well as narcotic drugs 
have been sentenced to imprisonment 
for a period of 10 years and above.
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Our sample consists of 
67 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Gurdaspur between 
the years 2013 and 2015.
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BUPRENORPHINE 1 0 1

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 32 9 23

DIPHENOXYLATE 4 4 0

HEROIN 1 0 1
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
The table shows that apart from diphenoxylate, 
most cases in Gurdaspur fall under the intermediate 
quantity category.

Graph 4 
Average Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing is higher in cases 
involving pharmaceutical drugs as compared to 
narcotic drugs. Sentences are particularly high 
for offences involving diphenoxylate, where the 
average sentence is over 10 years of imprisonment.

GRAMS
ML
TABLETS

15129630

0–1 MONTH

1–3 MONTHS

3–6 MONTHS

6–12 MONTHS

1–2 YEARS

2–4 YEARS

4–10 YEARS

10 YEARS
& ABOVE

50403020100

INTERMEDIATE QUANTITY

COMMERCIAL QUANTITY

605020 30 40100

PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS

NARCOTIC DRUGS

Graph 2 
Classification 
of Total 
Number of 
Cases
The graph demonstrates that inter-
mediate quantity cases are 2.2 times 
that of commercial quantity cases.

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody 
Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
The graph demonstrates that more than 
80% of all cases in Gurdaspur have been 
given bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
About 44.8% of all cases involve 
individuals between the age of 
20–30 years.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
31% of all cases involving pharmaceutical 
drugs have been sentenced to imprison-
ment for 10 years and above, while 17% 
of pharmaceutical drug cases have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for periods 
ranging from 6–12 months, 1–2 years and 
4–10 years each.
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Our sample consists of 
559 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Hoshiarpur between 
the years 2013 and 2015.

HOSHIARPUR

HOSHIARPUR

HOSHIARPUR

HOSHIARPUR



4030 605020100

ALPRAZOLAM

NITRAZEPAM

BUPRENORPHINE

CANNABIS

TABLETS & CAPSULES

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE

DIPHENOXYLATE

DIAZEPAM

HEROIN

INTOXICANT POWDER

OPIUM

CODEINE

POPPY HUSK

SMACK

100 120806040200

POPPY HUSK

DIAZEPAM

CANNABIS

MIXED

SMACK

INTOXICANT POWDER

CODEINE

TABLETS & CAPSULES

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE

HEROIN

OPIUM

ALPRAZOLAM

DIPHENOXYLATE

BUPRENORPHINE

NITRAZEPAMDRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 17 6 11

BUPRENORPHINE 3 1 2

CANNABIS 4 0 4

CODEINE 71 6 0

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 154 10 144

DIAZEPAM 4 1 3

DIPHENOXYLATE 34 20 14

HEROIN 30 1 29

INTOXICANT INJECTIONS 0 0 0

INTOXICANT POWDER 24 6 18

NITRAZEPAM 19 2 17

OPIUM 7 0 7

POPPY HUSK 136 5 131

SMACK 24 0 24

TABLETS & CAPSULES 1 1 0

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, 
has been demonstrated in 
this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Apart from diphenoxylate, most 
cases in Hoshiarpur fall under the 
intermediate quantity category.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
On an average, sentences 
are higher for offences 
involving pharmaceutical drugs 
such as codeine (9.3 years) 
as compared to offences 
involving narcotic drugs, where 
sentences are usually below 
one year of imprisonment.

GRAMS
ML
TABLETS

120100806040200

0–1 MONTH

1–3 MONTHS

3–6 MONTHS

6–12 MONTHS

1–2 YEARS

2–4 YEARS

4–10 YEARS

10 YEARS
& ABOVE

5004003002001000

INTERMEDIATE QUANTITY

COMMERCIAL QUANTITY

250200 300150100500

PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS

NARCOTIC DRUGS

Graph 2 
Classification of 
Total Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody 
Ratio for 
Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
88% of all narcotic drug cases and 80% 
of all pharmaceutical drug cases have 
been given bail in Hoshiarpur.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
86.6% of all dextropropoxyphene cases involve 
individuals between the ages of 20–30 years. 
85.4% of total cases involving poppy husk involve 
individuals above 30 years of age.

Most drug-related offences 
fall under the intermediate 
quantity category. In fact, 
intermediate quantity 
cases are 6 times that of 
commercial quantity cases.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
59.7% of all narcotic drug cases and 
20.4% of all pharmaceutical drug cases 
have been sentenced to imprisonment 
for a period ranging between 1–3 
months, while 4.9 % of all narcotic drug 
cases and 22% of all pharmaceutical 
drug cases have been sentenced to 
imprisonment for 10 years and above.
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Our sample consists of 
2,369 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Jalandhar between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 205 126 79

BUPRENORPHINE 3 1 2

CANNABIS 32 5 27

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 720 29 691

NITRAZEPAM 132 6 126

DIPHENOXYLATE 85 69 16

METHAMPHETAMINE 26 26 0

HEROIN 173 17 156

INTOXICANT POWDER 243 126 117

OPIUM 52 8 44

POPPY HUSK 183 20 163

SMACK 59 5 54

Table 1 
Drug-wise Division of Commercial 
& Intermediate Quantity Cases
Unlike narcotic drug cases, most cases involving pharmaceutical drugs fall under the 
commercial quantity category (exceptions being dextropropoxyphene and nitrazepam).

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Sentences are highest in cases 
involving certain pharmaceutical 
drugs, such as diphenoxylate 
(5.8 years) and alprazolam (5.6 
years). Sentences are significantly 
lower for offences involving 
dextropropoxyphene (6.6 months).
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Graph 2 
Classification of Total Number of Cases
Intermediate quantity cases are 3.4 times that of commercial quantity cases.

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical Drugs
77% of all narcotic drug cases have been given bail in Jalandhar. At the same 
time, 37% of all pharmaceutical drug cases have been denied bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
In 52.67% of all cases, individuals 
are of ages between 20–30 years.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
35% of all cases involving narcotic 
drugs have been sentenced to impris-
onment ranging from 1–3 months, while 
34% of all pharmaceutical drug cases 
have been sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging between 3–6 months.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as retrieved from 
this dataset, has been demonstrated in this graph.
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Our sample consists of 767 
cases brought before the 
Special Court (NDPS) in 
Kapurthala between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 59 16 43

BUPRENORPHINE 1 0 1

CANNABIS 5 0 5

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 127 6 121

DIPHENOXYLATE 21 9 12

HEROIN 129 5 124

INTOXICANT POWDER 71 12 59

NITRAZEPAM 57 0 57

OPIUM 12 2 10

POPPY HUSK 157 8 149

SMACK 10 3 7

TABLETS & CAPSULES 3 0 3

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Drugs recovered in commercial quantity form a negligible 
percentage of the total number of cases in Kapurthala.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing is 
higher for offences involving 
pharmaceutical drugs, such as 
diphenoxylate (9.6 years) in 
comparison to cases involving 
narcotic drugs such as heroin, 
where the average sentence is 
imprisonment for 2.8 years.
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Classification of 
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody 
Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
77% of all narcotic drug cases and 70% of all 
pharmaceutical drug cases have been given 
bail in Kapurthala.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
About 49% of cases involve 
accused within the age group 
of 20–30 years in Kapurthala.

An overwhelmingly large number 
of drug-related offences fall under 
the intermediate quantity category. 
In fact, intermediate quantity cases 
are almost seven times that of 
commercial quantity cases.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
47% of all narcotic drug cases and 67% of all 
pharmaceutical drug cases have been sentenced to 
imprisonment for 10 years and above.
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Our sample consists of 
1,298 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Ludhiana between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 5 3 2

BUPRENORPHINE 2 0 2

CANNABIS 55 8 47

CODEINE 52 8 44

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 56 4 36

DIPHENOXYLATE 55 8 41

HEROIN 65 2 62

INTOXICANT POWDER 20 6 14

NITRAZEPAM 16 2 14

OPIUM 44 6 38

POPPY HUSK 329 28 301

SMACK 124 3 121

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, 
has been demonstrated in 
this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Drugs recovered in commercial quantity form 
a negligible percentage of the total number 
of cases in Ludhiana. In fact, intermediate 
quantity cases involving smack are 40 times 
that of commercial quantity cases.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence Period
Average period of sentencing is higher in 
cases involving pharmaceutical drugs such 
as codeine, as compared to cases involving 
narcotic drugs such as heroin. This is 
primarily because commercial quantity for 
codeine is above 1,000 grams, which means 
that a person caught with more than ten 
bottles of cough syrup will mandatorily be 
convicted to a minimum of 10 years of im-
prisonment. This raises the average period 
of sentences for this particular substance.

GRAMS
ML
TABLETS

200150100500

0–1 MONTH

1–3 MONTHS

3–6 MONTHS

6–12 MONTHS

1–2 YEARS

2–4 YEARS

4–10 YEARS

10 YEARS
& ABOVE

10008006004002000

INTERMEDIATE QUANTITY

COMMERCIAL QUANTITY

10008006004002000

PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS

NARCOTIC DRUGS

Graph 2 
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
In 64.56% of all cases, individuals are of ages be-
tween 20–40 years. 50% of all smack-related cases 
involve individuals between the ages of 20–30 years.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
45% of all cases involving narcotic 
drugs have been sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging between 1–3 months, and 31.5% of all 
cases involving pharmaceutical drugs have 
been sentenced to imprisonment ranging 
between 2–4 years.

Most drug-related offences 
fall under the intermediate 
quantity category. In fact, there 
are about 8 times as many 
intermediate quantity cases 
in Ludhiana as compared to 
commercial quantity cases.

Most cases involving narcotic 
drugs are given bail (718 out 
of 862 cases). On the contrary, 
approximately 51% of all 
pharmaceutical drug cases are 
denied bail.
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Our sample consists of 
703 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Mansa between the 
years 2013 and 2015.

MANSA

MANSA

MANSA

MANSA



Graph 3 
Sentencing Period for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
52.3% of all cases involving narcotic drugs have been sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging from 1–3 months, while 51% of all pharmaceutical drug cases have been 
sentenced to imprisonment of 10 years and above.
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ALPRAZOLAM 40 15 25

CANNABIS 5 0 5

CODEINE 15 11 4

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 3 1 2

DIPHENOXYLATE 46 25 21

NITRAZEPAM 4 2 2

OPIUM 47 3 44

POPPY HUSK 270 17 253

SMACK 72 0 72

TABLETS & CAPSULES 1 0 1

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division of 
Commercial & Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
While cases involving diphenoxylate find a greater presence in 
commercial quantity cases, out of 72 cases involving smack, not a single 
commercial quantity case was found in our data-set.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing is 
significantly higher for cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs such as codeine, 
where the average sentence is 8.4 
years of imprisonment as compared to 
cases involving narcotic drugs such as 
smack, where the average sentence is 
3.7 months imprisonment.
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Graph 2 
Classification of 
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical Drugs
88% of all narcotic drug cases have been given bail in Mansa. However, 43% 
of all cases involving pharmaceutical drugs have been denied bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
About 67.4% of total cases involve 
individuals in ages between 20 years 
and 40 years.

Intermediate quantity 
cases are 6.5 times 
that of commercial 
quantity cases.
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Our sample consists of 
586 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Moga between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
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QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 7 2 5

CANNABIS 1 0 1

CODEINE 4 3 1

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 11 2 9

DIPHENOXYLATE 15 9 6

HEROIN 96 2 94

INTOXICANT POWDER 2 2 0

NITRAZEPAM 7 1 6

OPIUM 22 2 20

POPPY HUSK 189 13 176

SMACK 18 0 18

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, 
has been demonstrated in 
this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Most drug related offences fall under the 
intermediate quantity category. So much so that 
intermediate quantity cases involving heroin are 
47 times that of commercial quantity cases. On 
the other hand, offences involving codeine and 
diphenoxylate, have a higher presence under 
commercial quantity.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of 
sentencing ranges from 
5.3 months for heroin 
to a significantly higher 
sentence of about 8 
years for diphenoxylate 
and 10 years for codeine.
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Graph 5 
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Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
Most individuals are of ages 
between 20–30 years (130 cases).

An overwhelmingly large number of drug- 
related offences fall under the intermediate 
quantity category. In fact, intermediate 
quantity cases are about 9.5 times that of 
commercial quantity cases in Moga.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
57.5% of all cases involving 
narcotic drugs have been sentenced 
to imprisonment ranging between 
1–3 months, while 47% of all 
pharmaceutical drugs have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for 
10 years and above.

90% of all cases involving narcotic 
drugs and 78% of all cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs have been 
given bail in Moga.
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Our sample consists of 
365 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Muktsar between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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ALPRAZOLAM 2 1 1

CANNABIS 1 0 1

CODEINE 18 8 10

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 2 0 2

DIPHENOXYLATE 9 8 1

HEROIN 1 0 1

INTOXICANT POWDER 6 4 2

NITRAZEPAM 2 0 2

OPIUM 15 1 14

POPPY HUSK 102 4 98

SMACK 19 0 19

TABLETS & CAPSULES 101 3 3

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise 
Division of 
Commercial 
and 
Intermediate 
Quantity 
Cases
While most cases fall under 
intermediate quantity, cases 
involving diphenoxylate have a 
larger presence in the commercial 
quantity category than in the 
category of intermediate quantity.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing 
is higher in cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs as 
compared to narcotic drug 
cases. Sentences are 
particularly high for cases 
involving diphenoxylate and 
alprazolam, where the 
average sentence is 
imprisonment for 10 years.
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Classification of Total 
Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
In cases involving pharmaceutical 
drugs, individuals are mostly of ages 
below 40 years. 64.6% of all cases 
involve individuals of ages between 
20–40 years.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
Offences involving narcotic drugs have 
largely been sentenced to 2–4 years. 
At the same time, 71% of all cases 
involving pharmaceutical drugs have 
been sentenced to 10 years and above.

1. Information is not available for the 
remaining number of cases.

Most drug-related offences fall under the 
intermediate quantity category. In fact, 
there are 6.7 times as many intermediate 
quantity cases in Muktsar as compared to 
commercial quantity cases.

The graph demonstrates that 87% of 
all cases involving narcotic drugs have 
been given bail in Muktsar. On the 
contrary 32% of all pharmaceutical 
drugs have been denied bail.
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Our sample consists of 
609 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Nawanshahr between 
the years 2013 and 2015.

NAWANSHAHR

NAWANSHAHR

NAWANSHAHR

NAWANSHAHR



Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
63.5% of all cases involving narcotic 
drugs have been sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging from 1–3 months, while 38.7% of all 
offences involving pharmaceutical drugs have 
been sentenced to imprisonment of 10 years 
and above.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 2 0 2

BUPRENORPHINE 3 1 2

CANNABIS 2 1 1

CODEINE 4 4 0

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 3 0 3

DIPHENOXYLATE 2 1 1

HEROIN 215 5 210

INTOXICANT POWDER 21 7 14

NITRAZEPAM 2 0 2

OPIUM 17 2 15

POPPY HUSK 203 12 191

SMACK 33 5 28

Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
Drugs recovered in commercial quantity form 
a negligible percentage of the total number 
of cases in Nawanshahr. In fact, intermediate 
quantity cases involving heroin are 43 times 
the number of commercial quantity cases.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of 
sentencing is particularly 
high for cases involving 
alprazolam and codeine, 
where the average 
sentence is 10 years.

GRAMS
ML
TABLETS

200150100500

0–1 MONTH

1–3 MONTHS

3–6 MONTHS

6–12 MONTHS

1–2 YEARS

2–4 YEARS

4–10 YEARS

10 YEARS
& ABOVE

500 6004003002001000

COMMERCIAL QUANTITY

INTERMEDIATE QUANTITY

5004003002001000

PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS

NARCOTIC DRUGS

Graph 2 
Classification of Total 
Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio 
for Narcotic & 
Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age 
Analysis
Most cases involve 
individuals between the 
ages of 30–40 years.

An overwhelmingly large number of 
drug-related offences fall under the 
intermediate quantity category. In fact, 
intermediate quantity cases are 11.5 
times of commercial quantity cases.
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89% of all cases involving 
narcotic drugs have been 
given bail. Most cases 
involving pharmaceutical drugs 
have been also given bail.
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Our sample consists of 
345 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Pathankot between 
the years 2013 and 2015.
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DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 4 4 0

CANNABIS 26 4 22

CODEINE 3 1 2

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 220 26 194

DIPHENOXYLATE 10 10 0

HEROIN 3 1 2

NITRAZEPAM 4 0 4

OPIUM 2 1 1

POPPY HUSK 20 0 20

SMACK 2 0 2

Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
While most cases fall under intermediate quantity, 
cases involving alprazolam and diphenoxylate are 
present only in the commercial quantity category.

Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average sentences for 
most drugs in Pathankot 
are particularly high. 
Offences involving 
narcotic drugs such 
as opium and heroin, 
as well as offences 
involving pharmaceu-
tical drugs such as 
diphenoxylate, diazepam 
and alprazolam have 
been sentenced to 
imprisonment for an 
average of 10 years.
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Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
The highest number of drug cases in 
Pathankot involve individuals of ages 
between 30–40 years. 
Dextropropoxyphene-related cases 
are highest within this age group.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing 
Period for 
Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
39.5% of all offences involving pharma-
ceutical drugs have been sentenced to 
imprisonment for 10 years and above.

89% of all offences involving 
narcotic drugs and 79% of all 
offences involving pharmaceutical 
drugs have been given bail.
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Graph 2 
Classification of 
Total Number of Cases
Cases under the intermediate quantity category are 4.3 times more than cases involving a commercial quantity.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Our sample consists of 
1,508 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) in 
Patiala between the years 
2013 and 2015.
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Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
The table shows that while most cases fall 
under intermediate quantity, offences involving 
alprazolam and diphenoxylate have a greater 
presence in the commercial quantity category.

PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS

NARCOTIC DRUGS

150012009006003000

INTERMEDIATE QUANTITY

12009006003000

COMMERCIAL QUANTITY

Graph 2 
Classification of Total 
Number of Cases

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody 
Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
80% of all cases involving narcotic drugs have 
been given bail, although 47.5% of all cases involv-
ing pharmaceutical drugs have been denied bail.

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
87.5% of all smack-related 
cases involve individuals of 
ages under 40 years.

Offences falling under the 
intermediate quantity category 
are 6.5 times those involving a 
commercial quantity. 

SENTENCE PERIOD (IN MONTHS)

CUSTODY
BAIL

DRUG TOTAL
COMMERCIAL 

QUANTITY
INTERMEDIATE 

QUANTITY

ALPRAZOLAM 3 3 0

CANNABIS 19 3 16

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 38 13 25

DIPHENOXYLATE 55 32 23

HEROIN 4 1 3

INTOXICANT POWDER 48 35 13

OPIUM 169 28 141

POPPY HUSK 495 40 455

SMACK 446 4 442

TABLETS & CAPSULES 59 18 22
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Graph 4 
Average Sentence Period
Sentences range from 4.16 months for offences involving narcotic drugs such as 
smack, to 10 years for offences involving pharmaceutical drugs like alprazolam.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical Drugs
55% of all cases involving narcotic drugs are 
sentenced to imprisonment ranging from 1–3 months. 
On the other hand, 59% of all offences involving 
pharmaceutical drugs are sentenced to imprisonment 
for 10 years and above.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, 
as retrieved from this dataset, 
has been demonstrated in this graph.
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Our sample consists of 
205 cases brought before 
the Special Court (NDPS) 
in Rupnagar between the 
years 2013 and 2015.
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Graph 1 
Drug-wise 
Classification
The drug-wise pattern of cases, as 
retrieved from this dataset, has 
been demonstrated in this graph.
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Graph 3 
Sentencing Period 
for Narcotic and 
Pharmaceutical 
Drugs
44% of all offences involving narcotic drugs 
have been sentenced to imprisonment ranging 
from 1–3 months. Concurrently, 28% of all cases 
involving pharmaceutical drugs have been 
sentenced to imprisonment ranging from 1–2 
years as well as 10 years and above.

Table 1 
Drug-wise Division 
of Commercial 
& Intermediate 
Quantity Cases
The table shows that while most cases fall under inter-
mediate quantity, offences involving codeine have a 
greater presence in the commercial quantity category.GRAMS
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Graph 2 
Classification of Total Number of Cases
Offences falling under the intermediate quantity category are 8.5 times that of commercial quantity.

Graph 5 
Bail-Custody Ratio for Narcotic 
& Pharmaceutical Drugs

Graph 6 
Age Analysis
71.05% of total drug cases 
involve individuals of ages 
between 20–40 years.
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CANNABIS 4 2 2

CODEINE 14 10 4

DEXTROPROPOXYPHENE 32 4 28

DIPHENOXYLATE 22 5 17

HEROIN 5 0 5

INTOXICANT POWDER 3 1 2

NITRAZEPAM 4 0 4

OPIUM 9 2 7

POPPY HUSK 56 0 56

SMACK 19 0 19
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Graph 4 
Average 
Sentence 
Period
Average period of sentencing 
ranges from 2.4 months of 
imprisonment for offences 
involving narcotics drugs like 
heroin, to 8 years impris-
onment for cases involving 
pharmaceutical drugs such 
as codeine.
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69% of all cases involving 
narcotic drugs have been given 
bail. Approximately 55.7% of all 
cases involving pharmaceutical 
drugs have been denied bail.
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